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With a Tear and a Smile, We Say Goodbye  
The Alfond Youth Center family ï from 

the board members, staff, volunteers and 
youth - mourns the lost of our friend and 
benefactor Harold Alfond, who died on 
November 16 at the age of 93.  In the past 
few weeks, TV, newspaper and radio re-
ported on his contributions to education, 
health and sport as well as his outstanding 
work in the shoe industry.   
We wish to celebrate Harold Alfondôs 

life with personal comments and recollec-
tions by those who either knew him well or 
only spoke with him a few times. 
ñHe was a happy-go-lucky guy ï al-

ways full of life,ò said Frank Siekierski.  ñI 
used to see him out walking his dogs on 
the golf course ï labs.  My Husky got 
loose one day.  I saw him out playing with 
two other dogs.  Thatôs how I got to meet 
Harold.ò 

Lucille Zelenkewich recalls that Alfond 
was friendly.  He would ask about the bank 
and was interested in what was happening 
in the community.  ñThe greater Waterville 
area, Augusta, Bangor and so many cities 
benefited from his generosity,ò she said.  ñI 
donôt believe the Alfond Youth Center 
would be what it is today without him.ò   

Ken Walsh recalls that the June 15
th
 

deadline for the Annual Appeal was dicey 
this year due to the arrival of his son, 
Sean, on June 1.  He had a two-week pa-
ternity leave to bond with both his baby 
and his wife, Suzanne.  The month-long 
appeal, with a $100,000 match from Al-
fond, only included donations from May 15 
to June 15.  ñItôs brilliant how Harold moti-
vated people,ò said Ken.  ñI said I was on 
break with my little baby boy until June 
15

th
, and he gave me until July 15

th
.  But I 

couldnôt count any money received before 
June 15

th
!ò 

ñOne of the best moments I had was 
when Harold called and asked me to meet 
him down in the parking lot,ò said Ken.  
ñHe rolled down the window, handed me a 
baseball and said that the first baseball my  
son gets is from him.  I was so happy - he 

thinks Sean will be a lefty.ò  
That tradition continued.  This August, 

Craig Sargent did a special class for 12 of 
the youngest Alfond generation - ages 3 
through 9.  He brought along 4 young 
black belts (ages 10-14) to assist. 
He said, ñWe did a Karate demonstra-

tion for Harold and his relatives.  He had 
the biggest smile on his face watching the 
kids learn.  Thatôs what I remember ï an 
ear-to-ear smile.ò 
Jim Delorie said, ñHe was a great guy 

ï he showed us his gigantic Red Sox ring 
from the World Series.  He liked to come 
in when there were a lot of kids.ò 
ñHeôd come in and talk to people in-

volved in the programs and the reception-
ists.  He gave time, not just a monetary 
commitment.  When he did something, it 
was 100% - he    continued on page 6  
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The 2007 Leadership Club  
The Leadership Club consists of those who participate at $1,000, or more,  

contribution level supporting programs & projects that help sponsor  
children that need us the most.  

We Continue to Fulfill our Mission Because of the Generous Contributions 

of Individuals and Corporations -  Thank you for Making Dreams Come True.  
 

 

Weôve made every effort to insure that all names are included and listed correctly;  
however, if we have made a mistake concerning your name,  

please let us know and we will correct our records.  

The Harold Alfond Foundation 
Ms. Barbara Atkins 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Bernatchez 
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Bickford 
Boston Red Sox Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Boucher 
Mr. & Mrs. J. Alfred Boucher 
Mr. & Mrs. Scott B. Bullock 
Cal Ripken Sr. Foundation  
Capital District YMCA 
Cora M. Harris Trust 
Dead River Company 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Donato 
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Dornish 
Coca Cola Bottling Company 
Dr. & Mrs. Edmund N. Ervin 
Dr. & Mrs. Ken Eskelund 
Gardiner Savings Institution, FSB 
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Gaunce 
Giffordôs Ice Cream 
Mr. Charlie Giguere 
Golden Pond Wealth Management 
Drs. Michael & Margaret Griffin 
Hammond Tractor 
Hannaford Supermarkets 
Hannaford Charitable Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Hannon 
Ray Haskell Ford 
Ms. Laurie Hawkes 
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Haynes 
Ms. Ann Hill 
Mr. Al Hodsdon 
Holiday Inn 
Home Depot 
Mr. James Hughes & Ms. Debra Barbezat 
Huron Consulting Group 

Inland Hospital 
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Jabar, Jr. 
Hon. & Mrs. Joseph M. Jabar, Sr. 
Jabar, Batten, Ringer & Murphy 
Ms. Jennifer Johnson 
Mr. & Mrs. Lester Jolovitz 
Mr. John D. Joseph 
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Karter 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonel D. Karter 
Kennebec Savings Bank 
Mr. Roger Knauff 
Knights of Columbus 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Longstaff 
Mr. & Mrs. Robert A. Marden, Sr. 
Marden's Discount Store 
Ms. Ann Mitchell 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Mitchell 
Dr. Paul Berkner & Mrs. Mary Michaela Murphy 
New Balance Foundation 
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Orloff 
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Roberts 
Mr. Michael Roy and Mr. Brent A. Burger 
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Runser 
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard G. Saulter 
Mr. Walter Simcock 
The Stuart Foundation, Inc. 
Mr. Fred Stubbert 
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Sukeforth 
T-Mobile 
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Thompson 
Dr. & Mrs. John W. Towne 
Wal-Mart Foundation 
Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 
Ms. Gail D. Walsh 
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Walsh 
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Wheeler 
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OFFICERS 

Ann Mitchell          Chair  

Mary Michaela Murphy, Esq.   1st Vice Chair  

Michael J. Levenseller      2nd Vice Chair  

Fred Stubbert         Secretary  

Joseph M. Donato        Treasurer  

Ken Walsh           CEO 

Mike Runser          Past Chair  

MEMBERS 

Board of Directors  

Debra Barbezat  

Amy Bernatchez  

Ann Bouchard  

Dr. Ken Eskelund  

Chris Gaunce  

Charlie Giguere  

Cliff Hannon   

Al Hodsdon  

Joseph Jabar, Jr.  

Hon. Joseph M. Jabar, Sr.  

Janet King  

Maj. Gen. John W. Libby  

Hon. Donald H. Marden  

Jill Massey  

Jeff McGown  

Tom Nale, Esq.  

Steve Rancourt  

Michael Roy  

Dana Sennett  

 

OFFICERS 
 

Dr. John Towne      Chair     
Len Saulter        Vice Chair    
Robert A. Marden, Sr.   Secretary    
Lester Jolovitz      Past Chair    

 

MEMBERS 

Heritage Circle  

Peter Alfond   
Ralph Atkins   
Carl Beck  
Brian Bernatchez  
Dan Bickford   
Jane Bickford  
Don Boucher  
J. Alfred Boucher  
Dr. Edmund Ervin  
Dr. Ken Eskelund  
Ann Hill  
John Huard  
George Jabar, Esq.  
John Jabar  
John D. Joseph  
Jibryne Karter  
Steve King  

Paula Lunder         
William Mitchell  
John Mitchell  
Mark Nale, Esq.  
Germaine Orloff  
Dr. Paul Orloff  
John Osbourne  
Sam Shapiro  
Ted Shiro  
Walter Simcock  
Doug Sukeforth  
Rita Sukeforth  
Gerald Tipper  
Connie Towne  
Pam Trinward  
Dr. John Winkin   

Congratulations  

Past Chairs of Past Chairs of   

the AYC Boardthe AYC Board   

Mike Runser         2004-2006 

Charlie Giguere       2003-2004 

Julie Omsberg        2002-2003 

Joseph Jabar, Sr.      1999-2002 

George Jabar        1998-1999 

 On Saturday, October 6, Ken and Suzanne Walsh  
welcomed family and friends to an intimate baptism 
for their son, Sean. 
 Fr. Paul Dumais came up from St. Josephôs    
College to  perform the ceremony at St. Bridgetôs 
Catholic Church in Vassalboro for his friends.  Kenôs 
family travelled from all over the country to meet the 
newest member of the Walsh family.  
 A reception followed at the Walsh home - Sean  
decided it was time to nap rather than socialize. 

Welcome to Our New  
Board & Heritage Circle  

Members  
&  

Many Thanks to All of Those  
Who Served in the Past  
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The AYC Joins Forces with ESPN Radio   
 The Club joined forces with ESPN AM Radio - 
1160 out of Skowhegan ï at Haffordôs Saloon in 
Waterville on Tuesday, October 30.  About 30 items 
of memorabilia signed by legends, including Wayne 
Gretzky, Lance Armstrong, Ted Williams and Cal 
Ripken Jr., remaining after our auction in            
September, became available on-site and over the 
airwaves through this collaboration. 
 ESPN broadcast live from the saloon, during the 
Sports Invaders show hosted by Jonathan Marable, 
of Waterville, and Keith Holmes, of Hallowell.     

Listeners could call in to bid on items.   
Our Human Resources Director, Karen Estes, said, ñOne man heard the radio show and 

came in.  He even sat in his car and listened to the show for a few minutes.ò 
Sherry Bishop, Special Events and IT Manager, Amy Black, Financial Director, and Kim 

Hawkes, Marketing Director, joined Karen as event hosts.    
Between the two auctions, Karen reports that we raised over $36,000. 
Steve Salem, executive director of the Cal Ripken, Sr. Foundation (CRSF), came to the 

auction with Ken Walsh.  ñIt was a coincidence that the timing coincided,ò he said.   
His purpose in coming to Waterville was to meet with Ken to discuss the continuing     

partnership between the CFSR and the Waterville Area Boys & Girls Club. 
On this cold fall evening, Fred Stubbert said, ñWe should have had it at Fenway Park.ò   
As for the auction, only a few items remain, which will be offered at the New Years Eve 

Gala with more memorabilia and prizes.  Karen Estes said, ñIt all goes to help the local     
children and the programming at the Boys & Girls Club.ò  

Top 10 Ways We Support the Community  

$15 ï The cost of an annual youth membership including the After  School           
    Program and a meal in the Kids Kitchen. More than 50% of  our members    
    pay less than $15/year as they receive scholarships that can be as high as        

       100% of the cost.   

50% ï Youth members unable to pay the annual fee.  

$600,000 ï The annual cost to provide after school care and a hot meal to the      

       children each weekday.  

$300,000 ï In direct scholarship support to underprivileged youth each year.  

$250,000 ï Saved in staff salaries by utilizing more than 220 community                

          volunteers.  

52% ï Female youth population, the highest in the nation for Boys & Girls Clubs.  

200 ï Children served everyday in our comprehensive After School Program.  

200 ï Children receive a free, hot meal each weekday through the Kids Kitchen   

       program.  

8,000 ï Number of youth members.  

8 ï Boys & Girls Club units - Penobscot Nation, Augusta, South End (Waterville), 
Micmac (Presque Isle), Maliseet (Houlton), Belgrade, and two clubs  located on 

the Passamaquoddy Reservations - Sipayik and Indian Township.  
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September 9 and 10 were memorable dates for the Club when 
Cal Ripken, Jr. ï the ñIron Man of Baseballò ï came to town.  He 
assisted with the dedication of our new Field of Dreams - the Harold 
Alfond Fenway Park at Camp Tracy on a very rainy September 9 
and with our annual golf tournament on September 10 at the Bel-
grade Lakes Golf Club. 

However, the effort does not stop with those events.  
Steve Salem, Executive Director of the Cal Ripken, Sr. Founda-

tion (CRSF), came to Waterville last month to brainstorm with Ken 
Walsh.  Steve said, ñWe are trying to partner with the best of the 
best.ò   

He said that the CRSF supports our Boys & Girls Club due to its 
success and stability.  He explained that for the partnerships with 
the CRSF to succeed, clubs have to have the best leadership     
including a strong board of directors, community support and a 
committed staff.  Without this infrastructure, nothing is in place to 
help the kids.  Organization, mission and sustainability are essential 
for the success of the partnership. 
Ken said, ñThe relationship with Steve and the Cal Ripken Foundation is at the grassroots of what we can do 

for kids in the State of Maine.ò 
The collaboration also ties in with Kenôs efforts to work with the Red Sox Foundation and Major League     

Baseball (MLB).  You may recall the Boys & Girls Club is the only charity of MLB. 
ñThereôre a lot of issues with overweight children and character development,ò Steve said.  ñThatôs what we 

want to do with Waterville and the little Fenway.ò   
He added that the CRSF wants to provide quality equipment and healthy choices for area youth. 
With a smile and little Brooklynese, Ken said, ñWe have a healthy choices foundation at the Boys & Girls Club 

and when you throw in the Cal Ripken Foundation ï man ï it just snowballs.  You havenôt seen nothinô yet!ò 
With Kenôs vision, energy and enthusiasm, there is no doubt to the truth of that statement. 

Ken & Steve enjoy the ESPN Auction  
as they brainstorm about the future  

The Collaboration Continues   

 Our new executive administrative assistant, Felicia Farley, joined the AYC 
family this month.  Born and raised in Norridgewock, she lives in her home-
town with her two sons, ages 12 and 18. 
 When away from work, one can find Felicia skiing at Sunday River in the 
winter or camping at Moosehead during the summer.  She likes swimming 
and hiking. 
ñI like being outside,ò she said.  However, camping includes the luxury of a 
camper, making life a tad easier for her and the boys. 
 Her other interest is cooking and pasta dishes are her specialty.  We look 
forward to this addition at our potluck meals!  
 Feliciaôs smile and professionalism are a great addition to our staff.         
Although she feels her background is not so exciting , her job history is inter-
esting.  ñIôve actually been working since I was 14,ò she said, explaining that 
as one of 3 girls, she worked to pay for her wardrobe and skiing. 
 Felicia said, ñIôve only had a few different jobs.  I tend to stay in my posi-
tions for a long period of time.ò 
 At her last job, she was the administrative assistant to one of the top   
scientists in the country at Jackson Laboratory ï a research facility.  Prior to 
that, Felicia worked for the State of Maine, Department of Environmental          

Protection ï a job she started while taking business classes at the University of Maine at Augusta. 
Feliciaôs reason for joining the AYC is simple.  She said, ñI truly believe in the mission.ò 

 As to her reaction to the AYC facility and staff, she said, ñI didnôt know how fabulous it was.  The place, the peo-
ple, the kids, just everything! 

We Welcome Felicia to the AYC Family   

Felicia Farley joins the AYC Staff  
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Goodbye to Our Hero  
Continued from pg 1     didnôt just give money ï 
he supported it.  It wasnôt a one time thing.ò 

 Chuck Karter said, ñHeôd come into the Center 
a lot.  He liked to be here and be with the kids.ò 
ñHe would pull me into his room ï the board 

room ï and talk about the hot sports topic and how 
proud he was of how nice the Club looked.  And 
weôd talk about what was going on ï always about 
the kids and the ladies in the kitchen,ò he said, ex-
plaining that Alfond wanted to be sure there was 
enough food for the After School Program. 
Chuck Karter said, ñHeôd come into the Center 

a lot.  He liked to be here and be with the kids.ò 
ñHe would pull me into his room ï the board 

room ï and talk about the hot sports topic and how 
proud he was of how nice the Club looked.  And 
weôd talk about what was going on ï always about 
the kids and the ladies in the kitchen,ò he said, ex-
plaining that Alfond wanted to be sure there was 
enough food for the After School Program. 
ñHe always treated me like I was a regular guy 

ï I was in awe of him, of course.  He always asked 
me if Ken was keeping me busy.  He looked me 
straight in the eye,ò he said, mentioning Haroldôs 
trademark twinkling eyes. 
Ken said, ñThe other story that I would like to 

share is the times that Harold came into the AYC 
and dropped a $100 bill on me on the way out and 
say buy some needy kids ñBoys Club Tee 
Shirtsò.  He seemed to do that each time he      
visited.ò 

 

David Turnage remembered teaching swimming 
to a younger generation of Alfondôs with Beth Cal-
vert many years ago.  David said that the     Al-
fondôs wanted to continue private lessons at their 
home.  He said, ñHarold was so nice to us.  Heôd 
drive down in the golf cart to watch.  When it was 
time to leave, we used the bathhouses.  The whole 
family treated us like we were family.  When he 
was here, he always wanted to shake your hand.  
He was one of us and we felt like he was one of 
the group.ò 

At the Annual Awards last May, Ken Walsh and 
Meg Vaillancourt, the executive director of the Red 
Sox Foundation, made a special presentation to 
Alfond - his very own official Red Sox baseball 
shirt, signed by the players.   

Chuck & Allyson Karter with Harold & the  
2004 World Series Cup  

Harold, enjoying the dedication of the Harold       
Alfond Fenway Park  
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She said, ñWe believe you canôt move forward 
in life without reaching to pull others up.ò  Although 
this comment addressed the collaboration to build 
óLittle Fenway,ô it exemplifies the work of Alfond. 

With those twinkling eyes, Harold said of the 
September dedication, ñIôll be there - Iôm warming 
up my arm.ò   

Even as a New Yorker and die-hard Yankee 
fan, I had tears in my eyes.  That same evening, I 
introduced myself to Alfond.  He asked me what I 
did at the Center and I told him that I wrote and 
edited the Leadership Newsletter.  He held my 
hand firmly, looked me straight in the eye and told 
me I was doing a great job.  His sincerity and 
warmth were apparent ï and surprising, since I did 
not know him. 

On September 9, the Harold Alfond Fenway 
Park - built without any contributions from Harold - 
was dedicated to him as special thanks for his sup-
port throughout the years.  Alex Runser, age 9, as 
an All Star player on the local Messalonskee team, 
awarded a signed baseball to Alfond for his gener-
ous contributions and commitment to baseball. 

As we send our thoughts and prayers to his 
family and friends during this holiday season, the 
following two comments sum up the sentiments of  

many.  
Mike Runser said, ñI think the thing that stands 

out to me is the legacy that he left behind in the 
State for a variety of institutions.  I think the nice 
thing is that his good works will continue for the 
State of Maine for a long time.ò 
Lucille Zelenkewich said, ñWe were all so fortu-

nate to have known Harold Alfond.ò 

Ken Eskelund, DVM & Harold talk at the  
2007 Leadership Reception  
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The AYC Hosts Maine Sports Legends Awards  

 Maine Sports Legends (MSL) held their twelfth      
Annual Banquet at the Club on October 7.  Master 
of ceremonies and past president of MSL, Paul 
McClay, of Augusta, said, ñOur first induction was 
held here at the AYC.  Itôs great to be back and to 
have developed a relationship with the AYC.ò 
 McClay said that the crowd of around 200     
people was the second largest gathering in the  
history of the banquet.  The largest was 8 years 
ago when they inducted philanthropist Harold    
Alfond into the Hall of Honors for his dedication in       
supporting youth programs throughout the years. 
 With eleven inductees this year ï five of which 
were posthumous awards - the grand total of the 
Hall of   Honors reached 50. 
 For induction, stats, scores, wins and losses 
take second place to oneôs contributions to youth 
athletics in Maine, which include teaching, coach-
ing, mentoring and working to promote sports. 
 Ken Walsh and former coach, official and       
umpire, Raymond ñPopò Vear (posthumous ï 
Winslow) were the central Maine inductees. 
 Born in Brooklyn and one of 7 siblings, Ken said, 
ñI am really humbled by this award.  As I grew up, I 
had the greatest youth life ï great parents and 
family.ò 
Due to Kenôs efforts, the AYC serves 125 

towns,  with 8 satellite facilities ï five on Native 
American     reservations.  Ken said that there are 
difficulties in life.  He said, ñPut your head down 
and paddle harder ï the water will get calmer.  Set 
100 goals and when you reach one goal set an-
other.  If youôre not a Red Sox fan, be one.ò  
 He directed his last comment to his family ï filled 
with Yankee fans. 
 Kenôs parents - Arthur and Theresa, of Amenia, 
NY - will remember the first weekend of October as 
a time of double blessings for their family.       
Traveling to Maine with relatives from New York 

City, Connecticut 
and Oregon, the 
Walshôs family 
gathered at Ken 
and Suzanneôs 
home.   
 This reunion 
included the bap-
tism of 4-month-
old Sean, at St. 
Bridgetôs Church on Saturday, October 6, as well 
as the award ceremony. 
 Jock Coombs, son of a posthumous inductee, 
said, ñThe Maine Sports Legends is a worthy   
program that understands the impact of people on 
our lives.  You can make a difference in peopleôs 
lives.  We all have gifts ï sometimes just caring.ò 
 Making impacts on area youth is part of Kenôs     
success.  His energy and enthusiasm are         
infectious, enabling him to continue to create new 
satellite       programs and initiatives. 
  The mission of MSL is to raise scholarship 
funds for outstanding high school athletes.  
McClay said, ñMembership is $15.  We raise 
money through the  banquet and donations.  We 
run on a shoestring.ò 
 Female and male high school students from 
each section of Maine ï northern, eastern, central 
and southern ï receive awards for their            
performance on and off the field.  This year, two 
exceptional students received additional funds. 
 Central Maine scholarship recipients were    
Allyson Cheever, of Cony High School and      
Matthew Low, of Lawrence High School. 
 Maurice Clark, MSL President said, ñWe need 
people who understand our cause.ò   
 For more information or membership, contact 
Maine Sports Legends at 28 Colony Road,       
Augusta.  
 The Jolovitzôs, Towneôs, Esklundôs, as well as 
other board members, staff and friends, joined 
Kenôs proud family to watch as he, one of the 
youngest recipients, received the reward.   
 Baby Sean demanded to go outside for some 
sunshine ï after all, he had to get home for the 
Red Sox game.   
 With twinkling eyes, Lester said, ñItôs a good 
thing that Sean isnôt shy like his father.ò  

Paul McClay & Maurice Clark  

Ken Walsh, doubly blessed, received the MSL 
Award on the same weekend as Seanôs baptism 


